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and at the same time so heavy a burthen upon our treasury, which antici-
pates our receipt and consequently deprives us of the power of making
such applications of our resources as the immediate demands of the
different Presidencies, who must be supplied by us, necessarily require.
18.    The   frequent   representations   of   their   distress   and   pressing
demands for further supplies have prevented us, notwithstanding our own
difficulties, from restraining the Government of Fort St. George in their
drafts upon us,  though  the  absolute  necessity  for  such  a  measure has
frequently claimed our serious  attention.    We continue to accept  their
bills.
*
19.    It is with much concern we still observe these representations
mingled with reproaches and complaints of want of attention in us to
their distresses, which we are really incapable of relieving in a greater
degree than we have done, and which we have the mortification of seeing
our   own   Government   equally   participate.   That   we   have   not   been
insensible to the claims from the Carnatic our unreinitted exertions since
the commencement of the war afford convincing proofs; we have never
witheld  a   supply   it   was  in  our  power  to  furnish,   nor   did  we  even
communicate   the   distress   of   our   provinces   without   endeavouring   at
the same time to avert the ill consequences of that distress to the settle-
ment of Madrass.    You will please to observe, that notwithstanding the
general representations of the administration of Fort St. George concerning
their want  of resources  and  the  scantiness  of our supplies,  that they
have never complied with our repeated injunctions to transmit us regular
accounts of their receipts and disbursements and the state of their arrears,
accounts which alone could  enable us  to distribute with equal justice
any overplus of resource that we could afford to the other Presidencies.
30. The measures we have taken, in consequence of advices, respect-
ing the mutiny of the cavalry in the Carnatic1, and the dispatch of treasure
by His Majesty's sloop the Lizard, with all the circumstances of the march
and subsequent detention by the rains of the detachment under Colonel
Pearse2 will be communicated to you from the Secret Department.
21. On the 6th of March the President and Council at Bombay
addressed a letter to us respecting the great distress that settlement and
the factory at Tellicherry were in for rice, and urging us to endeavour
to effect their relief by every means in our power.
2%. We referred this letter to the Committee of Grain for their
opinion of the best method of sending a supply at this season of the
year, and of the quantity which we could be able to spare from hence
without danger to these provinces,
23. The Committee in reply acquainted us that the accounts they
had received regarding the harvests of the last season and the quantity
of grain in store in the provinces had not tended in
Consultation sth       anv degree to alter the opinion, they had communi-
ay'                        cated to us on the 24th of February, of the necessity
for continuing the embargo; on the contrary they were induced to repeat